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F RIENDS OF DURRUTI APPEAL FOR AID 

From the concentration camps of democratic France comes the following 
appeal for aid from the Friends of Duijruti, left wing anarchist group. 
During the fateful days tf the uprising in Barcelona in May, 1937, 
this group was the only one which called fqr the seizure of power by 
the workers* 

Comrades: 

The Friends of Durruti request your aid* Our members are in 
the most miserable conditions in the concentration oamps* 

Those of us who are free find ourselves in the direst need* 

We hope that you will be able to aid us. 

For the Friends of Durruti 
(signed) ‘.Jaime Balius 

This appeal speaks for itself. Not only money but used clothing is 
needed. 

As in the Blaokwell Defense a strict accounting will be kept of all 
money received and will be published. 

Help our class brothers l Act without delayl 
Send money and clothing; to 

REVOLT 

1806 North Avenue 
Chicago 
Ill. 


See REVOLT, March 4, 1939, 
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THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT 


Kill free speech! 

Kill freedom of the press! 

Kill freedom of assemblage! 

Kill labor legislation! 

Kill the right to strike! 

Kill strikers! 

Kill the right to organize! 

Kill labor organizers! 

Kill the unions! 

Kill the eight hour day! 

Kill high wages! 

Kill relief! 

Kill the unemployed! 

Kill revolutionists! 

Kill those who protest! 

Kill all who object to going to war! 

Go to church! 

Peace on earth! Good will toward men! 


The Capitalist Class. 

The Federal Government. 
The 48 State Governments. 
The City Governments, 

The General Staffs of the 
Army and Navy. 

The Police, 
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STRIKE AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT 


You can't strike against the government, said Roosevelt to the WPA workers. 

As a matter of principle, you can’t strike against the government, said 
Attorney-General Prank Murphy, 

You can’t strike against the government, said WPA Administrator Prank 
Harrington, 

You can't strike against the government* say the newspapers. 

You can’t strike against the government, says the government. 

Why not? 

Hvyidreds of thousands of untemployed workers are being thrown off WPA - 
permanently - as officials admit when they let their hair down. They 
can’t get on relief because the city and state government Isay they are 
broke. Hundreds of thousands of WPA workers are going to get their wag¬ 
es cut. They will " jump to the skies 1 ' says Harrington when they see the 
new wage scales. Hundreds of thousands of unemployed workers are doomed 
to starve - by the governmentJ but 

You can't strike against the government, 3ays the government. 

Why not? 

Is it against the-law? No, it is not against the law. No one says it 
is; not Roosevelt, not Murphy, not Harrington, 

Not Green, not Lewis, 

Nobody, 

Then why? 

These men get fat salaries. They don’t work in factories and on alley 
and sewer projects. They own property. They belong to the capitalist 
olass. They are not faced with starvation. They .cat well, they dress 
well, they live on the-fat of the land, Ford, Lewis, Morgan Rub El¬ 
bows At Party For King, *&id the Detroit News on May 23, about the Brit¬ 
ish Ambassador's garden party for King George and Queen Elizabeth, 

It's their government. They own it. It protects their interests. 

They're afraid of the hungry workers. 

They're afraid strikes against the government will stir up the whole 
working olass. 

Expose the government as the government of hunger, as the 
Open enemy of the working class, ^ 
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They're afraid of revolution! 

They know that mass hunger breeds revolution! 

In"l933 this country stood on the brink of it. In the banking crisis 
in February and March, the government didn’t know what to do, Roose¬ 
velt didn’t know what to do. His advisers didn’t know what to do. The 
great captains of industry, the men who rose from rags to riches, did¬ 
n't know what to do. The bankers didn't know what to do. In the.cap¬ 
italist class there was panic. When Roosevelt”took office.he said:. If 
the New Deal fails I may be' 1 the last president, 

"If ever there was a moment when things hung in the balance, it was on 
March 5, 1933 - when unorthodoxy (in-banking measures) would have drain¬ 
ed the last remaining strength of the capitalistic system,” says Raymond 
Moley in the Saturday Evening Poet of July 29, M Capitalism’was saved 
in eight daysT” Moley ought to know. He was on the inside, the con¬ 
fidential adviser of Roosevelt, his right hand man. 

Why was capitalism saved by Roosevelt? 

Because the' workers didn’t know what to do. Because they didn’t have 
a revolutionary party, to lead them. 

Let ten million workers demonstrate today under a revolutionary leader¬ 
ship against the starvation program of the government, and nothing'can 
save the capitalist system. 

You can't strike against the government, says the capitalist government. 
Refuse to starve! must be the cry of the working class. 

Strike! 

Against mass lay-offs from WPA! 

Against wage-cuts! 

Against longer hours! ' 

For the reinstatement of all strikers! 

For adequate relief for all ‘Unemployed workers! 

For unemployment insurance - to be paid by the capitalist government! 

For the 6-hour day, 5-day week in industry with no reduction in pay! 


i 

WASHINGTON, July 8,- A warning was given in a report issued by the 
WPA today against relying too heavily on rising production in manu¬ 
facturing as an outlet for the increasing labor supply, 

« 

Continuing development of new machinery and other labor-saving meth¬ 
ods, it said, may be expected in the future to decrease the number of 
jobs in manufacturing industries. New York Times . 
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REVOLT BAN LIFTED 


REVOLT TO BE PUBLISHED AS A FOUR-PAGE TABLOID 


DETROIT, July 28,- On July 3rd Roscoe B, Huston, Detroit Postmaster, sent 
us a letter in which he said: 

I am pleased to announce that it will no longer be necessary to 
obtain approval of the Solicitor before presenting copies of 
your issue for mailing.However, it is requested that a copy 
of each issue published be presented,..for transmission to the 
Solicitor. In other words each issue will be accepted for mail¬ 
ing and the examination made after. 

In other words, the advance censhorship which was imposed on February 13 
has been revoked but REVOLT is still under surveillance. 

Revocation of the advance censorship bears out the prediction REVOLT made 
that continued exposure of the motivations and bureaucratic stupidity of 
the Post Office officials would force them to revoke their ban. 

But REVOLT has no illusions. The motivation of the ban was an attempt 
to suppress revolutionary ideas. REVOLT expects that other attempts 
will be made by the same and other sources. In fighting it and over¬ 
coming persecution REVOLT will prove that it is a revolutionary paper, 

REVOLT wishes to acknowledge the assistance, in fighting the censorship, 
of Attorney Francis Heisler, the American Civil Liberties Union and var¬ 
ious labor papers: Challenge , Labor Front , Vanguard , Fighting Worker , 

Word (Scotland), Le Proletaire (France) , L 1 Internationale (France) , L.*Etin - 
celle (France), Liberation (France), and the International Workingmen's 
Association Press Service (Sweden). 

Since REVOLT made its debut on March 26, 1938, it has grown steadily. 

Its- circulation has doubled. The Fourth Convention, held in Chicago 
over the July 4th we v ek end decided that the League must have a printed 
organ and instructed the Central Committee to take the necessary steps. 

It is planned to publish REVOLT as a four-page tabloid as soon as a 
large enough fund is raised. The sum set to begin is $300. The approx¬ 
imate date of the first printed issue is September 1st. Members of the 
League have already pledged more than half of the needed sum. Readers 
of REVOLT are asked to contribute the balance, 

A strict accounting of money received will be kept and made in REVOLT. 
Donations should be sent to 

REVOLT 

1806 North Ave. 

Chicago, Ill, 


An account of the money raised to fight the ban and how it was spent 
will appear in the next issue. 
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NE W YORK W.P.A. TEACHERS PROTES T 

NEW YORK, July 21.- The Teachers Union, Local 453, affiliated with the 
Workers Alliance, went out on a stoppage on July 18 to protest the rul¬ 
ing of the Woodrum Bill. According to the press about 7,500-10,000 par¬ 
ticipated in this stoppage. After a picket line outside various WPA 
Adult Education offices a meeting was.held at Washington Irving High 
School with about 1,000 attending. The meeting began with the singing 
of the Star Spangled Banner; its spirit was that of a patriotic prepar¬ 
edness day rally. 

The theme song of the conclave was that the members of the union and WAA 
were good American citizens. As good citizehs they could not go out on 
strike because that strike would be against "our”' government* Congress¬ 
man Woodrum was attacked not only for his vicious 'bill, but for the de¬ 
pression itself. Not one word was said about Roosevelts strike-break¬ 
ing statement on WPA strikes nor about his original low budget.for WPA, 

ARMAMENTS 

The question of war and the billions of dollars used for armaments was 
not once mentioned. On the whole it looked and sounded more like an 
American Legion convention than a meeting where workers were seeking 
an answer to the most important problem confronting them, namely: a 
fight for their very existence. As a matter of fact, instead of speak¬ 
ing about that, Levner stressed the point that, the union is not only 
fighting for better conditions but for democracy. What he meant of 
course was capitalist democracy. A democracy by the way which is fir¬ 
ing one million men in the next 30 days. 

The meeting also had a list of guest speakers, all the phoney'liberals 
.in the world ballyhooing for ’’democracy and true Americanism.” They 
all patted the back of the union, praised its stoppage and promised 
that it would bring results. In other words, instead of lifting the 
level of class consciousness of the membership, the Workers Alliance 
leadership played right into the hands of the war mongers. On - such a 
program it is not difficult to get support from the sky-pilots, pie- 
cards, so-called educators, etc. - all enemies of the working class. 

The League distributed a leaflet to the union membership calling for 
less words and for militant action. The two main speakers, Levner of 
the Teachers Union and Willis Morgan, President of the New York Workers 
Alliance, spent a great deal of their time in attacking arguments made 
by the leaflet. 

The New York Daily News of July 20 said; 

At the-Washington Irving mass meeting, nearly two thousand 
strong, the Revolutionary Workers League distributed leaf¬ 
lets reading "Less Words - Militant Action, ” but union 
leaders urged the teachers to pay no attention. 

' WPA TEACHER 


The l eaflet is reproduced on page 30. 
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TROTSKY LEADERS EXPOSED AS FAKERS, SWINDLERS 


BURKE REPORTS SOCIALIST WORKERS^ PARTY CONVENTION 


NEW YORK* July 10,*• The economic prerequisites for the world socialist 
revolution has already reached its highest point of fruition under cap- . 
italism. Yet we are faced with a new and more horrible imperialist blood 
bath after two decades of devastating defeates suffered by the workers 
of the world, The finger of responsibility must bo pointed at the'lead¬ 
ership of the proletariat.. In these two decades, a small but by no means 
minor part of this leadership has been borne by Leon Trotsky, The strong¬ 
est section of his movement,* the Socialist Workers Party of TJ.S., has 
just held a convention. Let us see what type of leadership the Trotsky¬ 
ists offer the working class,. 

Part of the pre-convention discussion consisted of some five articles 
written in the Socialist Appeal by James P, Cannon, National Secretary 
of the SWP. The weighty words' of this outstanding theoretician•are so 
precious they appear very rarely.. Indeed, In the past two years, Can¬ 
non contributed exactly one article, an extremely farsighted analysis 
of the situation in the auto union, in which he advocated..."unambiguous 
support to Homer Martin 1 ? 1 

The recent articles emphasized "the necessity to consider purely organ¬ 
izational , tasks" because "practically unanimous agreement on the polit¬ 
ical questions" had been reached. Let us take N.Y, - the largest sec- 
’tion - as an example. 

In the last six months there were exactly two internal discussion meet¬ 
ings held here - Cannon's report on Prance; and the discussion on the 
Political Committee's resolution. At the meeting on France time allow¬ 
ed only four comrades to take the floor. Three opposed the line of the 
International Secretariat (of the Trotskyist Fourth International - Ed,) 
of liquids ting “'''into the PSOP (Workers and Peasants Socialist Party of 
which Marceau Pivert is the leader - Ed.) and the other took no position 
because"the Political Committee did not issue a discussion bulletin on 
the question." One was finally published for discussion - ON THE OPEN¬ 
ING DAY OF THE CONVENTIONl *the French Section 

"POLITICAL AGREEMENT" 

At the only pre-convention discussion sixteen comrades took the floor. 

Of the sixteen, fourteen indicated disagreement with the P.C., twelve 
on political grounds. There had likewise been strong political disa¬ 
greements in .Chicago and Louisville, Where was "the unanimous political 
agreement?" -Cannon deliberately lied because he feared the wave of dis¬ 
content in the ranks and proceeded to divert it by including the polit¬ 
ical questions in organizational problems. The'convention agenda confirms 
this - of the eleven points only two can be classified as political: Pol¬ 
itical Committee Report, and War and the 4th International. 
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It was stressed that this would probably be "the last legal convention 
of the SWP" due to the imminence of the war. Consequently the National 
Committee decided to make this an "anti-war convention," On the night 
of June 30, a mass meeting was held to greet the delegates; It was ad¬ 
vertised as follows:Greet the Anti-War Convention of the Socialist Work¬ 
ers Party’. Hear the Internationalist/ Position on War l This Internation¬ 
alist position was given by Shachtman, the keynoter: In the struggle a- 
gainst war we support the Ludlow Amendment with all its defectsl" The 
convention opened the next day with a letter of greeting from the Inter¬ 
national Secretariat praising "the high level of the American section," 

The Political Report was a piece of duplicity, 

(a) On the one hand, it asserted that war will smash the illusions 
of Popular Frontism, New Dealism and reformism. On the other hand, the 
Labor Party is called a "progressive development," 

(b) A class struggle policy is declared to be essential in the fight 
against war. Yet the resolution espouses the purely pacifist parliamen¬ 
tary Ludlow amendment. 

(c) It Is shown that reliance on the machinery of the capitalist state 
is the best possible assurance* for the victory of the fascists and a call 
is made for Workers Defense Guards, Nonetheless, in its official pamphlet 
on the subject. Father Coughlin - Fascist Demagogue , the SWP calls for the 
formation of a Labor Party to "fight fascism." 

$2,000 SWINDLE 

Of the thirteen .speakers in the discussion, exactlj four spoke on a pol¬ 
itical plane, despite the presence of many Draper "minorityito" delegates. 
Of the four, only one . 'Glen Trimble, dared to venture disagreement. He 
disagreed with the position on the Labor Party, but "this was only a min¬ 
or problem; the major^question was that of war." This mechnical separa¬ 
tion of the two questions was later blasted by Cannon who posed the labor 
party as the basis to fight against the war. One other comrade stated 
that he "was worried with the absence of revolutionary defeatist propa¬ 
ganda in our literature" and respectfully asked the incoming P.C, to 
please clarify the matter." The delegates then evidenced their "high 
level" by unanimously accepting the report.* 

The only specific point in the International Report was the revelation 
that a majority of the French section have now entered the PSOP, Now, 
about nine months ago, the leadership came to the membership with an ap¬ 
peal for aid to the French comrades: "The coming French Revolution will 
depend in a large measure on our French comrades. Unlike Spain, we don’t 
‘want to be left without a party'.", stated Shachtman. Accordingly, a fund 
of $2,000 was raised despite the campaign for the Twice-A-Week-Appeal. 

Before the convention, various branches passed resolutions demanding a 
"detailed financial accounting of-the fund." Instead Shachtman "thanked 
the comrades for their tremendous material help to the French comrades 
which made possible the sending of Councillors (Cannon!) who gave able 
guidance, and likewise made a bulletin possible for the fraction in the 
PSOP." . ' 

The discussion centering about the labor party is of such an unusually 
interesting nature that it merits a special article in itself. - A.B, 
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However, the Fund was collected ”to build the POI ’’(name of the French - 
section - Ed,), Entrance into the PSOP wasn’t mentioned. What happened 
was that Cannon used the Fund to aid the splitters to violate the decis¬ 
ions of the POI Convention by liquidating into the PSOP, Shachtman im¬ 
plicitly admitted this when he stated that, ’’thanks to the Fund, the 
fraction in the PSOP is able to publish a bulletin,” These fakers used 
the Fund to break the back of the POI, 

The fraction in the PSOP is bound hand and foot to Pivert’s discipline. 

The laat PSOP congress a month ago, passed a resdlution prohibiting the 
Trotskyists ’’from exercising equal rights of members until they had serv¬ 
ed for 18 months as loyal members,” The Trotskyists declared that ’’they 
would have no difficulty collaborating with the P.S.O.P, leadership.” 
( Socialist A ppe al. June 23) 

Three took the floor In discussion. One introduced a resolution for a 
- regular International Information Bulletin, Another emphasized the nec¬ 
essity to study the new foreign policy of the Soviet Union, The last, 

Joe Carter, stated that he still disagreed on the class character of the 
Soviet Union, and promised to take up this question in the future when 
the "time was apropos," 

The report parsed unanimously. 

There were mainly two points in the organization question - the election 
of the new National Committee, and the creation of an Organizational De¬ 
partment, The discussion on this took nine hours. 

SECRET CAUCUSES 

It v/as revealed that caucuses had been operating for months among the 
leadership without the knowledge of the membership. A real fight devel¬ 
oped on the question of an Organizational Department. This proposal of 
Shachtman-Burnham v/ould.have placed those duties nominally assigned to 
the National Secretary in the hands of a well organized department. This 
would naturally provide a check to Cannon’s domination. 

Cannon attacked this fiercely. He made insinuating references to "ambit¬ 
ious young comrades” and, in turn, tjus later accused by the Washington 
delegate of holding a one-man dictatorship, Burnham revealed that this 
question was buried for months by the Cannon bloc on the National Com¬ 
mittee. 

By this time I got 30 disgusted with the'whole damned rotten business 
that I left without waiting for the vote, 

^ * * 

The capitalist system of exploitation can be overthrown only by means 
of the proletarian revolution. But the -proletarian revolution is doomed 
so long as the proletariat remains in the clutches of the opportunists. 
First on the order of the day is the creation of a revolutionary Marxist 
party to smash the present hold of the misleaders of the proletariat. 

The nucleus for such a party can be built only by the thorough and re¬ 
lentless exposure of the opportunist forces in the working class movement# 

ARTHUR BURKE 

REVOLT agrees with Burke’s conclusion. It suggests that he act on it 
and join the League, 
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THE BLESSINGS OF BRITISH IMPERIALISM 


' IN JAMAICA 


Size of Land- 
HoHings 

Number of 
Holdings 

Total Value 
Pounds 

Per Aore for Taxation in 
Shillings 

* - 
Under f- Acre 

80,315 

390 , 

2 

\ to 5 Acres 

118,143 ( 

11’. 

14 

10 to 50 

12,993 

6 

8 

50 to 100 

1,107 ' 

A 

12 

100 to 1,000. 

1,615 

3 

12 

1,000 to 2,000 

269 

3 

* 6 

Over 2,000 

146 

3 

2 


IN INDIA 

Number" of CaseB Per Infant Mortality Maternal 


Province 

Mile of 
Syphilis 

Population 

Gonorrhea 

1st Year Per 

1,000 Births 

Mortality Per 
1.000 Births 

Assam 

3.1 

12.1 

250 

26.4 

United 

Provinces 

* 

7.8 

18.0 

303 

18.0 

Central 

Provinces 

* 

10.8 

13.5 

296 

8.2 

Madras 

30.5 

35.0 

198 

13.2 

Bengal 

28.2 

38.3 

189 

49.2 

Bihar 

8.0 

14.1 

242 

26.6 

Punjab 

2.6 

3.1 

206 

18.7 

Bombay 

6.5 

4.9 

214 

20.1 

Average for 
British India 

15.6 

21.5 

232 

24.5 
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RJ THOMAS LAYS BASIS TO AID CHRYSLER SPEED-UP 


SUGAR ALSO CHIPS IN FOR CORPORATIONS 


DETROIT, August 1,- When Walter P. Reuther, representing the International 
Executive Board of the UAW-CIO, called the strike of tool and die workers 
employed "by General Motors on July 5, interested unionists doubted the 
correctness of the tactics being employed and questioned the policy. We 
asked ourselves is this just another "phoney" growing out of the same old 
factionalism that precipitated the Martin "phoney" strike at Flint? Or 
is it a "phoney" that is a step backwards towards the old craft separa¬ 
tism against which we struggled with Dillon, Collins and Green years ago. 

In other words, are our mlsleaders, armed with the authority of the Cleve¬ 
land Convention, attempting to solidify our union industrially or to split 
it up into separate crafts? 

We realized this, that to an extent it was analagous to the strike of 
skilled workers at the Murray Boday plant when our union was under con¬ 
trol of the AF of L in 1954, Then the AF of L misleaders made no attempt 
to pull out the production men. Result: the strike was lost. After the 
strike was lost, the UAW District Council here in Detroit went on record 
against this sort of "phoney" business, making it, among other things, 
an argument against craft separatism in the auto industry. 

What,has happened? Many tool and die workers responded to the strike call. 
Many"other workers have supported them. The AF of L teamsters and pattern 
makers here refuse to go through the picket lines. The production of 1940 
GM tools and dies has been affected. Fights have taken place with the 
cops in Cleveland and Detroit as reported in the papers, 

STRIKE NOT EFFECTIVE 

But as a whole the strike is not effective. Many tool and diemakers in 
GM plants have not gone on strike. The .repeated threats of the union of¬ 
ficials to call out additional tool and die workers in GM plants in other 
cities proves that the workers they are referring to are not on strike. 

As a matter of fact GM is transferring dies from struck plants. In some 
cities where GM dies are made there is no strike at all, . Nor are job 
shops where GM dies are also made seriously affected. In short, UAW-CIO 
men are working on GM dies and tools. 

The reason the strike has as much life as it has is that it provides an 
opportunity, even if a small and ineffective one, for the men to get some 
action against the corporation after a long period of pussyfooting by the 
union leadership, 

GM is taking a tough attitude in the negotiations as the reports show. No 
doubt it feels that in this situation it is strong and that the union 
leadership can be relied on not to develop the strike into a mass struggle 
of production workers. The tail end of the production season is here and 
that is another factor favoring GM. * 
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The leadership is in a hole, A defeat may cost it heavily in a future 
labor board election in whi,ch the AP of L may make some gains. Because 
it is unable to work out a real fighting solution it is tinkering with 
schemes which will only worsen the conditions of the workers. Among 
these and most important is the campaign to speed up the Chrysler 1940 
program. President R,J. Thomas put this idea forward at the first ses¬ 
sion of the International Chrysler Council held in the Book-Cadillac 
Hotel, July 28, where delegates from all the Chrysler plants in the coun¬ 
try were present. He presented it as a tactic for winning the GM strike. 
He said, "If we can get Chrysler 1940 cars on the streets before GM get 
their 1940 cars out this will hurry up the settlement of the strike," If 
Chrysler speeds up production Thomas and his phoney fellow misleaders will 
encourage it. 


"HO UNAUTHORIZED STOPPAGES" 

At the first executive session of the Michigan State Industrial•Union 
Council since the Grand Rapids■Convention, the Stalinist lawyer, Maurice 
Sugar, presented the same idea, though not so much as a tactic for win¬ 
ning the GM strike as for winning the Chrysler Labor Board vote which 
has just been set to take place in 20 days. Sugar stated that there 
must be no unauthorized stoppages, no violations of the contract which 
includes a no-strike caluse, nor demonstrations in the plants, either 
in the way of "throwing" dead-set non-unionists over the fence, or, a- 
gainst provocations of the bosses. Now if this were not at a time when 
the AP of L has brought into Detroit 35 organizers, when the production 
season is at -a clase and AP of L contractors repair and move conveyers 
in the plants, discriminating against eligible unemployed Chrysler main¬ 
tenance employees, when these CIO skilled workers demand solidarity of 
their union in action, and, If the proposed speed-up could be thought of 
as only temporary, it might not have such grave implications. 

But every auto worker knows that the corporation almost never lives up 
to its contracts with unions. Sugar him3elf recognizes this when he says 
there should be no demonstrations against provocations by the bosses. 

What are provocations? Violations of'agreements mostly. Take the 32 
hour week. The agreement says that before there is a general lay-off 
of seniority men the work week is to be reduced to 32 hours. When re¬ 
hiring the corporation ignores this proposition. There is only one con¬ 
dition which can make the corporation live up to its contract - a fight¬ 
ing union. 

Winning the Labor Board election may freeze the Martin AP of L set-up 
out of ""Chrysler and Briggs plants. But it won't beat the corporation 
by itself. Unless the union gets a fighting policy and a fighting lead¬ 
ership the Labor Board victory will be a victory for Thomas, Sugar and 
the rest of the comiczars at the expense of company-agant Martin and - 
the auto workers, 

AUTO WORKER 


Building contractors hope that the current fight over WPA wages will 
be carried to a conclusion by the Federal authorities. Re-establishment 
of reasonable wage levels in'the building industry is expected as a 
result. Journal of Commerce, July 8, 
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GO VVlENT WO RKERS ORGANIZE: MA KE GAINS 


There was a time when it was well nigh impossible to organize government 
workers who, up to very recently, looked upon unionism with disdain* The 
depression, however, has done much to hasten the American civil service 
employees to organize themselves into bonafide unions; They are begin¬ 
ning to find out that the capitalist politicians cannot be depended upon 
to protect them. The enrollment of WPA workers into civil service jobs 
since 1935 by governmental agencies has been threatening to take away 
from them whatever was left of the merit system. 


The bitter irony of it is that the civil service workers, on being dis¬ 
charged, are forced to draw from the pension fund in which they have an 
equity and must spend it before they can -be eligible for relief on WPA 
jobs. 


Unionization is the only answer. The following conditions hs«re been wofi 
by organized effort by government employees in many sections of the coun¬ 
try, such as Muncie, Indiana, in which the city Administration has signed 
an agreement with the union that provides for reductions in the work week 
hanging from four to twelve hours. It provides time and a half overtime 
and double time for work done on Sundays and holidays. It provides for 
seniority after thirty days of city employment. In transfers from one 
department to another and in the event of the reduction in any departmen¬ 
tal force, it requires the city to respect the seniority standing of the 
employees. It provides safeguards against discriminatory practices, 

WAGE INCREASE WON 

A union local of New York won a wage increase in recent weeks amounting 
to one million dollars for its members. In South Bend, Indiana, civil 
service workers gained forty percent through organization. Gains have 
been made in Michigan state hospitals, A highway personnel of twelve 
thousand, through its union, have a signed agreement with the Governor 
of Pennsylvania with appreciably better conditions. Department of Pub¬ 
lic Assistance workers, also in Pennslyvania, have made substantial gains 
through their union. Workers in Ohio, Minnesota, Virginia and a number 
of other states, have mad© considerable gains wherever they have been 
organized. 

As civil service employees understand that their real salvation lies in 
powerful unions, that the more lucrative salaries enjoyed by governmental 
employees in the higher brackets can be maintained and even raised by 
their solidarity with the lower layers, that depending on capitalist pol¬ 
iticians will make them subservient to their anti-labor schemes, they can 
defend their interests and take their place in labor’s great struggle for 
a decent life, 

BEN PALIPERRO 


The capitalists never tire of telling that Capital and Labor are partners 
and therefore should not be enemies. In order to show up the "irrespon¬ 
sible agitators" millions are being spent to prove that "What Helps Bus¬ 
iness Helps You," N,Y. Times , July 9, 

Since 1929 the continual introduction of labor saving machinery and equip¬ 
ment has eliminated two million jobs; payrolls have been cut 18%. This 
has Helped Business; Has It Helped You? 
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IN TH E RiCHEST COUNTRY_IN THE WORLD 

’The Colonel’s Lady 
and Others'. 


By Judy O’Grady 

...Mary Ann Scripps, the only daughter of. the family, made her how to- 
Detroit society,. .Mary Ann wore a bouffant frock of white marquisette. 
The draped bodice had an off-the-shoulder.neckline_framed .'by a shallow 
yoke of net sprinkled delicately with iridi sc : ent sequins.Her bouquet 
was of lillies of the valley and several varieties of spray orchids in 
three or four shades of yellow...Tea was served in the dining room and 
punch on the terrace overlooking the adjacent valley, Waxy lillies in 
a deep rose shade mounted on moss standards in large round silver dish¬ 
es flanked the oval centerpiece of white lillies of the valley and or¬ 
chids on the lace-covered dining room table. On the buffet was a Geor¬ 
gian epergne, filled with sweets, indirectly lighted by bulbs in silver 
urns. The punch bowls stood in mounds of maiden hair and white daisies. 

Detroit News , June 28 


Young Father 
Held in Holdup 

A-twenty-three year old father was held by police Sunday...The pris¬ 
oner...Hal Coron...was arrested...a short time after... Jacobs.., 
was held up in his grocery.,.There was no food in the home and... 
the family possessed only twelve cents. Coron...lost his job in 
a restaurant a week ago. The hunger of his wife and their three 
year-old daughter, Joan, made him turn to crime... 

Detroit Free Press , July 24. 


GM Profits 
Are Tripled 

NEW YORK, July 28,-(AP)- The General Motors Corp, had net profits of 
$100,992,531 for the first half of the year, more than triple the $33, 
020,019 earned in the first six months of 1938, its’ semi-annual report 
showed today. 


Urge discarded 
boxcars be used 
for dwellings 

,,.discarded box cars as dwellings for South Side Negroes...was ad¬ 
vanced yesterday by Frazier Lane, Negro member of the Urban League. 
...said Lane, "It would provide better housing than some now in 
use... Lane was critical of property owners who advocate restric¬ 
ted areas in which Negroes are--denied housing, "Such action," he 
said, "builds a wall of prejudice in the minds of people and makes 
it difficult to obtain co-operation, Alderman Arthur G, Lindell 
(9) said such restrictions must be interpreted as a normal effort 
to protect property. 
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FUE HRER H I TLER._ A HERO I 


(Translation of a leaflet issued in underground Germany) 


To the enormous collection of historical pictures of the Fuehrer: the 
Fuehrer in privacy in his home in Berchtesgaden with a dancing floor 
and bomb proof cellars* the Fuehrer officially - in his 64 meter-long 
office in the Chancellery of the Reich, etc, - to these is added anoth¬ 
er picture, which is especially instruetiver.' ;The Fuehrer makes a speech 
to his people in Wilhelmshaven, protected ail around by walls of bullet¬ 
proof glass to guard him against possible ’'spontaneous demonstrations 
of sympathy" by his own loyal SASS and party comrades. There is missing 
only the inscription: Handle With Care, Glassi 

Such is the confidence this man has in his people. Here we have the 
proof how little this man trusts his own people - the man who hoists 
that 100 millions stand j solidly behind him; the man who tries to make 
the world believe that the German people gives its consent of its own 
free will to the forced labor of the workers and to the breaking of all 
treaties• 

After six years of beirig Chancellor, the most elaborate, most infamous 
spy system known to history, the costly troups of personal bodyguards 
(called Leibstandarten), Himmler's Gestapo, the destruction of all pol¬ 
itical enemies and critics (Meekerer), are all not sufficient to give 
him the feeling of being safe when he appears before a crowd, which is 
especially selected to applaud. To be sure, his most grateful followers 
who put Nazism into power with the slogans "common interest before self- 
interest." the Nazism which calls itself "the breaker of the interest 
bondage," of the heavy industries, do not spare any expense to insure 
their precious, eagerly subservient loud-speaker, Adolf Hitler, against 
accident and priceless damage. 

The state of continuous war threats and armaments, which keeps the world 
and the "awakened" Germany in constant unrest, compensates the ammunition 
manufacturers a million times over for these small incidental expenses. 

To each his ownl Dividends for the armament manufacturers, bullet-proof 
glass for their stooges; forced labor and "voluntary" contributions to 
defray the expenses which result from the suppression of foreign minor¬ 
ities,' These contributions are supposed to be used for the whole German 
people, freed from the chains of slavery. The internal and external 
peace, vjhioh the Nazis promised to give Germany, has become a continous 
state of war psychosis. 

To meet the exigencies of war, the prophet of the heroic world philosophy 
had built for himself from the prooeeds of his book Mein Kampf a new cas¬ 
tle with four subterranean floors, storage rooms and a flying field (or 
rather a fleeing field) with airplanes always ready to start - the pri- ' 
vate Siegfried line of the Fuehrer, In this Steel and cement sanatorium, 
equipped in the most modern way, the Fuehrer hopes to be cured from the 
occupational disease of all dictators: the continuous fear of his fel¬ 
low men. 
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A bomb proof glass bell, this is the true Lebensraum (habitat) of Adolf 
Hitler, But neither these newest inventions; nor the bodyguards of Him¬ 
mler will be able to save the suppressor from the irrepressible dynamic 
of I the people demanding their liberty, 

A really courageous fellow, this Adolfl As the Lord, so his toolsl The 
fat swine,Goering; the sadist, Himmler; the liar, Goebbels; and the 
whole clique of Nazi stooges, among them not one normal human being, 
incite the people for a world war. They want to drink blood - let 
them suffooate in their ownl 


COUGHLIN SPEAKS IN PHILADELPHIA 


COMRADE ROBERTS ARRESTED IN PROTEST 


PHILADELPHIA, July 18,- On July 15 Father Coughlin spoke over the tele¬ 
phone for more than ah hour to about 5,000 of his followers in the Met¬ 
ropolitan Opera House, An overflow meeting was held in Broadwood Hotel, 
Coughlin's radio broadcasts have been banned by local stations. He ex¬ 
horted his listeners to clean cormronists out of the unions. He called 
for a Christian front to prevent Philadelphia' from becoming another Bar¬ 
celona, He was not referring to the daily executions of workers by Fran¬ 
co in Barcelona and the other cities of Spain, Like the Pope he is for 
Franoo. 

The Trotskyites issued about 5,000 leaflets a few days before the meet¬ 
ing and held a number of open-air meetings, I, as a member of the Rev¬ 
olutionary Workers League, collaborated with the Socialist Workers Par¬ 
ty and Young Peoples Socialist League in these meetings and in the at¬ 
tempt to picket Coughlin's meeting. 

Unlike N,Y, and Los Angeles where thousands of workers responded to the 
anti-fascist call, in Philadelphia only a handful of workers came ready 
to picket the Coughlin meetings. 

About 200 oops and plainclothes men were assigned to defend the Coughlin 
meeting as well as keep the anti-fascists from picketing. 

Although we could not picket we‘maintained our ranks singing revolution* 
ary songs. When we realized that nothing further could be accomplished, 
because we were not strong enough to demand our rights to picket, the 
Trotskyites were in favor of leaving immediately while I demanded an 
organized retreat, that is, to put up a speaker explaining to the crowd 
of about 50 who sympathized with us, why we could not picket and that 
we should, leave together. When the Trotskyite leadership continued to 
dilly-dally I got up on the steps of the Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals building and began' to address the crowd. No sooner 
had I finished pointing out why we could not picket and the role of the 
police, when I was arrested, and the cops began poking their clubs in 
my back. The charge was unlawful assembly. 
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In the police station I refused to give my finger prints on the grounds ' 
that a man is supposed to be innocent until proved guilty* The sargeant, 
whose name is Zuckerman, said, "Don't give me that bunk!" and together 
with the turnkey took my finger prints forcibly. 

Within an hour the Trotskyites had me out* The next morning, Saturday, 
the sargeant v/ho had arrested me to^-d the judge that this was the third 
time that he had arrested me. He stated that I have been a communist 
agitator for the past 10 years. And the "unbiased" judge said that all 
reds should be either deported or looked up. The judge then asked if 
I was a communist. To this I replied that I was not a member of the 
Communist Party, He then asked me the names of.the organizations par¬ 
ticipating in-the picket line and I replied. The magistrate then asked, 
"Revolutionary Work ere, '"‘isn't that a communist outfit"? I replied, "Yes 
we stand for Communism#" 

I was then held on $500 bail^ for another hearing on Monday beoause the 
Magistrate wanted to study the law on unlawful assembly* The Trotskyites 
raised my bail and I was released until Monday morning* On Monday I a- 
gain appeared before Magistrate Henry, ^ho in the meantime had acquain¬ 
ted himself with the law, that he is supposed to be defending. The sar¬ 
geant who arrested me again, reported that I had been an agitator for 
10 years and demanded that I be punished. The Magistrate, who now knew 
the law, began to attack me for having disobeyed law and order, and fin¬ 
ed me $25 and costs. This, however, was later reduced to $12,50 and 
when the fine was paid I was released, 

LOUIS ROBERTS 

CAPITALIST PRESS DISTORTIONS 

The Philadelphia Record of July 15 said: 

A brief attempt was made to picket the Metropolitan by a group 
of about 30 youthful members of the Socialist Workers party. 

They dispersed quietly after one of their leaders was arrested 
..,.When Roberts sprang up on a step In front of the S.P.C.A. 
at 924 N, Broad St. qnd exhorted his followers to"Stand on 
their Constitutional rights," he was arrested. He shrank back, 
but half a dozen cops marched him off. 

The Philadelphia Evening Bulletin of July 15 said: 

Roberts said: "I got up to tell my followers to go home," He 
denied being a "Communist." 

According to the capitalist press Roberts was a leader of the Socialist 
Workers Party and a coward and denied that he was a communist. 

The July 21 issue of the Socialist Appeal , organ of the Socialist Work¬ 
ers Party,reported the Coughlin meeting under the false headline: S.W.P. 
Leads Anti-Coughlin Picket Line. Some of the facts are correctly stated 
but the whole incident is written up to make it appear that the demon¬ 
stration was a militant success. The number of pickets is not reported. 
Comrade Roberts is described as a "non-party pioket," The fact that he 
is a member of the League is not stated. The faot that the capitalist 
press slanderously charges that he is a coward is not reported. 

All this gives the Appeal the right to attack the N.Y, Times , in the 
adjoining column, for suppressing news. 
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HAIRLESS WONDER PROTESTS BIRTH-CONTROL FOR HOGS 


WYOMING COWBOY EVANGELIST PREDICTS STREETS WILL RUN WITH BLOOD 


DETROIT, July 27.- Whereas the robed'priest of the Little Flower, Cough¬ 
lin, maintains an air of solemnity in playing his reactionary role, J. 
Frank Norris, the murderer-minister of the Temple Baptist Church, at 
14th and Marquette Sts. in Detroit, and editor of the Fundamentalist , 
appeals in the crudest way to the most backward,prejudices of his fol¬ 
lowers, many of whom are workers, 

Norris, who is now making a world tour is no friend of the workers. He 
has been the chief behind' the Independent Association of Chrysler Em¬ 
ployees, an attempt to undermine the UAW in Chrysler plants by re-eBt- 
ablishing company unionism. He has also been associated with moves to 
use Negro workers for scabbing. He has burned-in effigy the red flag 
at baptismal meetings at which Heinrich Pickert, Detroit Police Commis¬ 
sioner, was an honored guest, • 

. VAST WEALTH 

The vast wealth Norris inherited from his father in Texas was wrung out 
of the sweat and blood of contracted chain-gang labor driven to desiigr- 
ation and death in lumber camps under the lashes of his father•» 
gunmen guards. 

His greatest "cultural" work was done in the Tennessee "monkey trial" 
a decade and a half ago when he stood shoulder to shoulder with Billie 
Sunday and William'Jennings Bryap. in the Fundamentalist movement, in 
the attempt to outlaw the teaching of evolution. Today he is the sole 
survivor of the "three musketeers" of that movement. 

But, lately, he has'gone that one better, HehAs his own monke-jenow, who 
preach his anti-working class poison and hokum. In recent weeks his 
followers have been inflicted with Harvey A, Springer, an illiterate 
in every sense of the word, who is widely advertised as the Hairless 
Wonder From the Wilds of Wyoming, The Hairless Wonder speaks on such 
subjects as: The Streets of Detroit Will Run With Blood, There Being 
A Curse On the American People for Repealing The 18th Amendmentf Hard 
Times, Depression, Bankrupcy, WPA, PWA, CIO Strikes, The Curses of God 
On Sinful America£ and Mussolini, Hitler and Stalin: Their Place in 
Prophecy* 

In his harangue dealing with the .repeal of the 18th Amendment he listed 
40-"crimes" for which he advocated punishment by death. Among them he 
listed the following: 1) drinking; 2) selling drink - whether it be in 
a beer garden, drug store or bar room; and 3) adultery. He was even 
against going to shows as "people only go to shows to see sex pictures. 
It is the sex in the pictures the only reason they go to- shows," 

In his July 15th lecture he maintained that John L, I^ewis should have 
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been deported 25 years ago; that red agitators are the only causes of 
strikes and that the New Deal and its policies should be done away with* 
He declared that God is cursing the American people ’’for setting up birth 
control for hogs;" and that "God caused the dust storms and drought," He 
emphasized this point, that the only way to appease God is to reject the 
labor agitators and New Deal policies. 

Which proves that there are more nuts running loose than are locked up 
in insane asylums. 


REVOLT BREWING IN UAW-C IQ 

DETROIT, July 17,- Indications, are plentiful that the militants in auto 
are at last beginning to see through the .policies of their misleaders. 

The Cleveland convention held, last March saw a rank and file revolt which 
required the combined efforts of the.Stalinist > Socialist and other bur¬ 
eaucrats to avert the overthrow of all these pie card artist 3 . How quick¬ 
ly these gentry reconcile their differences,, when necessary, in order to 
gang up on the membership 1 

Regardless of the. lip service rendered Sidney Hillman,, every delegate 
there knew that after all his conniving, Lewis* stooge could not have 
been elected dog catcher to the UAW by a secret ballot. At that he per¬ 
formed a valuable service by opening the eyes of many delegates to the 
type of politics to be expected if the rank and file does not soon take 
over and insist on a militant, democratic, automobile union. 

In the locals the situation Is improving. The Briggs workers, after de¬ 
feating the company at a difficult time, have learned that their leaders 
are willing to take less than the membership has fairly won, 

THE PATRICK CASE 

Over at Dodge Main many militants are thoroughly disgusted with the hand¬ 
ling of the Patrick case,* After the company discharged this non-politi¬ 
cal, who was chairman of the shop committee of the entire plant, for an 
indiscreet remark, much milder, by the way, than the foremen used to 
spout all day, an attempt was made to smooth things over by sending him 
to Kokomo, Indiana, as an organizer. When he returned, reporting that 
his pay was being held up and his drive sabotaged, the steward body of 
the most reactionary unit in the local took a class struggle position 
and voted to back Patrick against the combined forces of the Chrysler 
corporation and the International leadership. At a subsequent meeting, 
an aroused membership defeated a coalition of Socialist Party, Communist 
Party and Frankensteen forces over the issue of delegates to the state 
convention of the CIO held at Grand Rapids June-30. An attempt by this, 
same group to buy off Local President Quinn*s opposition to Dirigible 
Dick Frankensteen by placing him on salary was also snowed under. 

Lamotte's machine in Plymouth 51.is also cracking. Leo was not even nom¬ 
inated for the state CIO convention. His delegation failed to agree on 


-"-See "Chrysler Disciplines Workers" in REVOLT, May 27, 1939, 
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a candidate for the state Executive Board. Signs of a 3 erious rift with¬ 
in- the Stalinist group are appearing. The Plymouth workers have an op¬ 
portunity nOw to crush this whole set-up, toss out "both Lamotte and Mc¬ 
Cartney, reactionary leader of Homer Martin's set-up in the Chrysler 
plants, together with their satellites, and build a unified, honest union. 

The Stalinist-Socialist rivalry in West Side Local offers the militants 
a chance to organize' a real union movement in 174. 

With the class collaborationists slipping in these powerful locals the 
picture in auto is brighter than it has been for some time. Now is the 
time for honest militant workers to take a hand in the affairs of their 
union. If even a sma11^group in every local would get together to take 
a proper position in the interests of the common worker, the way of the 
company stooge and union racketeer would indeed become hard. A minimum 
program has already been arranged in some locals, even between such di¬ 
verse groups as extreme reactionaries, Association of Catholic Trade Un¬ 
ion members, genuine Marxists.(not to be confused with Communist Party 
members), etc., pledged to a campaign of co-operation against the labor 
fakers and airplane addicts.now misleading the union. 

Militants! Organize such a group in your own local. See to it that 
your interests are protected and that the fakers go. 

TOOLMAKER. 


Toolmaker is not a member of the League. It is REVOLT 1 s policy to pub¬ 
lish articles-by workers who want to use its pages to expose capitalism's 
agents in labor's ranks, and to build fighting working class organizations. 


CHICAGO, July 23.- At a local dispensary of■the Chicago Municipal Tuber¬ 
culosis Sanitarium I saw a group of workers, like myself, waiting to be 
examined.Tho tile majority were Negro workers, none of them are admitted 
to the Sanitarium proper. They can get only local treatment. 

At this particular dispensary the examining physician thumps chests all 
day long. To tell whether a worker has TB x-ra^s should be taken. But 
the doc sends only one out of about twenty to proceed to the x-ray room. 
Since 90% of the workers who come for examination have the disease, the 
doc hangs up a good record and those workers get treated. But what of 
the others whom he turns away and who also have the disease? 

_ C.W. 

In the Wall St» Journal of July 10, it is reported that "for some time 
the coconut growers of Kelengan, Malaysia, have been complaining that 
the natives do not work fast- enough. So now they are training monkeys 
to take their places. Held oh a long leash the creatures \vork so fast 
that some of them manage.to pick a thousand nuts a day, which is the 
equivalent to the output of five or six natives," 

In the U.S, they use armed gorillas against the workers. 
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US—JAPANESE WAR NEARS 


DENUNCIATION OP 1911 TREATY ADVANCES CONFLICT OVER PAR EAST TOWARD HEAD 


Denunciation by the U.S, government of the 1911 treaty with the Japanese 
government has the following most important effects: 

Stiffens Chinese resistance to Japanese agression; this is the second 
important supporting move; last December the U.S. government made a loan 
to the Chinese government to bolster its currency; 

Counter-acts the advantage Japan receives from Britain*s recognition of 
the "special needs" of the Japanese military forces in China in areas 
occupied by them; 

Suspends over the head of the Japanese government for six months - the 
time which must elapse by terms of the treaty until it ceases to haye 
effect - the threat of an embargo on all trade with Japan which would 
cut Japan off from sources of vital items such as cotton, copper, etc., 
and close a most important market to its raw silk export. 

The further result of these three effects will be: 

Prolong the war, involve Japan even more deeply ip China, and increase 
the already terrific strain on Japan's economic set-up which is not far 
from cracking up; 

Exert pressure against any possible deal between England and Japan to 
freeze U.S. capitalism out of the Chinese investment and trade markets; 

Speed-up the steadily sharpening tension between the U.S, and Japanese 
governments towards that point at which it will explode in war. 

War between tlqe U.S, and Japanese ruling classes has long been recognized 
as inevitable in capitalist and revolutionary circles alike, Jap^n con¬ 
tains neither oil, cotton, rubber, iron, copper nor tin. Neither does 
it control sources of supply of these vital commodities. Nor does it 
possess great colonics in which-capital investments yield super-profits. 
The dilemma which confronts Japanese capitalism is to acquire these thin^ 
or collapse. 

Japanese imperialism's invasions of Manchuria and China have, as their 
aim, to secure these things exclusively for itself. In Manchuria and 
China are coal, Iron and oil. And other valuables. In China itself is 
a vast undeveloped market for imperialist exploitation and development. 

To the south are the Dutch East Indies whence comes the bulk of the 
world's rubber and tin and large quantities of oil. And southwest of 
China is the pearl of the British Empire, India, To the north lies the 
maritime provinces of Siberia rich in lumber, furs, gold, etc. 

The pursuit of these aims brings the Japanese government into clashes 
with the Soviet government, the French and British governments, and the 
U.S, government. 




PAGE 22 


REVOLT 


The clashes with the Soviet government have gone as far as military con¬ 
flicts, It may be said that between the Japanese and Soviet governments 
a long drawn-out irregular warfare has been underway for several years. 

The success t-of*" Japanese imperialist plans directly menaces the $750,000,00( 
which British capitalist interests have invested in Chinese Indus try, chief -i 
ly textiles, and her large trade. If Japan were to monopolize China the 
threat to -the Dutch East Indies and India would become acute. 

American capitalist investments in China are not nearly as large as Brit¬ 
ain's. But her trade is much greater. Moreover, great as is the need 
of Japanese imperialism to dominate the Far East, the need of American 
imperialism is just as great, Europe no longer offers any possibility 
of capital investments on a scale large enough to allow the American 
crisis-struGk capitalists to make big profits. The Far East, in their 
thinking, does. 

■ , • , . , -AMERICAN-BRITISH STRUGGLE 

British control of the world’s rubber and tin of which the U.S, consumes 
more than half the world’s supply have given rise to a continuous strug¬ 
gle between American and British imperialist interests over quotas, pric¬ 
es, etc. The Importance of these two items fed American imperialism can 
be seen from the plan which is on foot now to barter $150,000,000 of cot¬ 
ton and wheat for large stocks of rubber and tin to store up for use dur¬ 
ing a war, when, it is expected, the supply will be interrupted. Should 
control of these commodities fall into the hands of Japanese imperialism 
the United States would be at a very great disadvantage. 

Preparations for this war with Japan is now the uppermost factor in the 
policy of the capitalist class. While there is a sharp division over 
the Roosevelt administration’s foreign policy with respect to the war 
danger in Europe, some circles applauding vigorously its support of Brit¬ 
ish and French policy against German policy, and others as vigorously de¬ 
nouncing it, no such sharp division exists over its policy with respect 
to Japan as was shwon by the approval of the press (which is hostile to 
Roosevelt) over the denunciation of the 1911 treaty, and the approval of 
such sharp critics as Senator Vandenberg and other anti-New Dealers, At 
the height of the Italian invasion of Albania in March the U.S, fleet 
which was concentrated in the Atlantic was suddenly ordered to the Pac¬ 
ific. * 

War might have already resulted but for several restraining factors: 

The resistance of the Chinese which is weakening Japan; the possibility 
of a Russo-Japanese war which would still further weaken Japan; the pos¬ 
sibility that England might combine with Japan in a military alliance, 
since, sharp as is the conflict between them, such a combination, even 
with the price England would have to pay for it, would be a lesser evil 
than losing the Far East to American imperialism; and the fear of work¬ 
ing class revolution. 

Great as are these dangers the American capitalists must nevertheless 
risk them or give up all hope of conquering the Far East market, for at 
home and in Europe the economic crisis is grinding capitalism to bits. 

Unless the workers take a hand in the situation and show that they will 
not support the government it will surely plunge the country into war. 
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PIE CARDS SELL STRIKE INSURANCE TO DPT STORES 


AP OP L-CIO 'FAKERS COMPETE FOR DUES, INITIATION FEES 


NEW YORK, July 10,- At the end of the rainbow is a pot of gold; that 
is the legend. For the labor fakers in the AF of L and the CIO the pot 
is initiation fees, dues, and assessments. Out of the pot come the 
cushy jobs, so dear to the heart of every swivel-chair labor autocrat, 
Lewis and Green, Woll and Hillman; and so down the line to the little 
bureaucrats, they all fight over the pot. These are the leaders of 
labor, and these are the professional sell-out artists. Holding the 
two sections of the labor movement in a viee-like grip, they peddle 
the interests of working men an<i women to the employers, as long as 
they can get theirs. 

In the working class today there is an untapped source of revenue for 
the labor aristocrats. There are approximately 800,000 workers in dep¬ 
artment stores. Only an insignifleant fraction is organized. The small¬ 
ness of the organized section of these workers can be estimated out • 
of the total membership of the Retail Clerks International Protective 
Association (AF of L) and the United Retail and Wholesale Employees of 
America (CIO), The former has 40,000 members and the latter close to 
65,000, The UKWEA has recently succeeded in organizing a group of de¬ 
partment stores in New York City, Among them are Macy, Gimbel,'Bloom- 
ingdale, Hearn and several others covering about 10,000 workers. This 
is a source of revenue that has the AF of L fakers biting their finger 
nails. More than that, the industrial form of organization has brought 
elevator men, electricians, carpenters, painters, maintenance men, watch¬ 
men, bookkeepers, stenographers, teamsters and service men of various 
types into the CIO union thereby cutting directly across the craft lines 
of the AF of L, 


AF OF L POOLS RESOURCES 

To combat the growing URIJEA, the AF of L has pooled its resources in 
New York for a drive in the department store field. The organizations 
which will participate in the drive are the RCIPA, Building Service 
Employees International Union, Local 32-B, the Construction Trades Coun¬ 
cil, the Bookkeepers, Stenographers and Accountants Union, Local 20, 

940, the International Brqtherhood of Teamsters, the Wholesale Dry Goods 
and Notions Employees Union, Local 21, 315, James J, Bambrick has an¬ 
nounced that this venture has the full support of William Green, This 
is the set-up used in overcoming the handicaps of craft division in the 
hotel Industry here. 

To make this set-up attractive to the bosses, this committee has con¬ 
sented to sell the employer "strike insurance," All contracts will be 
"underwritten" by five labor aristocrats, guaranteeing that all terms 
of the agreement will be observed, that the strike weapon as a means 
of enforcing labor's demands will be outlawed, that all disputes will 
be submitted to arbitration. The five "underwriters" are, George Meany, 
President of the State Federation of Labor; Thomas J, Lyons, President 
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of the Central Trades and Labor Council; William Collins, regional rep¬ 
resentative of the AF of L and notorious for his filthy role in auto; 
Thomas A. Murray, President of the Building and Construction Trades 
Council, and J.J. Bambrick, President of Local 32-B. 

Samuel Wolchok, President of the URWEA, issued a statement expressing 
unconcern over the AF of L drive in which, hov^ever, he took the occas¬ 
ion to reassure the employers that the CIO would play ball with them, 
Wolchok is quoted in the New York Times of July 3 as saying: We have 
never had any trouble or any strikes. The Department Store Organizing 
Committee of the CIO signs contracts providing for the' arbitration of 
disputes. Chairman of the Organizing Committee is Sidney Hillman, Pres¬ 
ident of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers and Vice-President of the CIO, 

The June issue of Labor Information Bulletin . published by the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics of the United States Department of Labor, has the 
following to say about the ACW: 

As the necessity has arisen, the union has found it desirable 
to give financial and technical aid to employers to keep them 
in business in order to protect the jobs of its members,,. 

The Amalgamated union agreement usually contains the following 
typical clauses.5, Strikes and lockouts are outlawed... 

When it comes to serving the boss what is the difference between the 
AF of L brand of craft unionism and the CIO brand of industrial union¬ 
ism? Only when the workers clean both sets of fakers out of the unions 
will they be able to get fighting unity against their enemies - the em¬ 
ployers. 

DEPARTMENT STORE WORKER. 


COR R E C T I 0 N 


Revolutionary Workers League 
Dear comrades. 


Committee for Revolutionary Labor Acticn 
July 17, 1939 


In the very latest issue of REVOLT, the position of the CRLA is distorted 
and misquoted. You make the very first sentence of the "Statement of 
Elaboration" read as follows: "One of the premises that distinguish the 
CRLA is, that theoretical agreements on paper do not exclude the collab¬ 
oration of." This makes the attitude of the CRLA appear ludicrous. 

Thp original sentence read as follows: "One of the premises that distin¬ 
guish the CRLA is, that theoretical DISAGREEMENTS on paper...." 

In the name of working class honesty see to it that this error is made 
public in the very next issue of REVOLT, 


For the CRLA, comradely, 
(signed) William Spencer 

The error to which comrade Spencer calls attention occurred in the July 
8 issue. REVOLT regrets it. But comrade Spencer is in error when he 
states that the position of the CRLA was distorted. The meaning of the 
position is clear on reading it; and the word, agreements,.is easily 
seen to be an error. 
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} SHOP TALK 

NEW YORK, July 20,- During the past week A new screw machine was instal¬ 
led'in the shop. Two moulders and five lathe hands will be fired. 

. ( i 

"If I knew that I never would have helped set it up," said one of the 
:workers-. "SbVen more to wait for their social security." "Onemachine 
is worth seven workers," "Profit above all," were the comments expressed. 

"That’s the capitalist system at work before you eyes," I said* "The 
boss is in business to-make money, and he doesn't give a damn where the 
worker will get his." "Yeah! We know," interjected someone, "the boss 
has got to produce cheaper.and more goods than his competitor and the 
worker gets shuffled around*" 

"That's right," I s,aid« The boss owns the faotory and all the machines; 
what he says goes; and .he Is protected by law." 

"Suppose we workers ran this factory and had a workers' government to 
back us up? Then a machine like this would be welcome and beneficial. 

If the machine saves two operations our work would be easier. The sev¬ 
en workers will then help us out in the other departments." 

"O.K. by me, when do we start," auked a worker. "When we build the rev¬ 
olutionary Marxist party," I concluded, 

D. WHITMAN 


CHICAGO, July 12,- The bell in the huge faotory clangs as usual about a 
minute after 4:30, Full of sweat, .ti^ed, we push and elbow to punch out. 
Several yards away the foreman"and the. efficiency expert hold a conver¬ 
sation. They seem unaware of us ',at the time-clock, but actually, as I 
have learned from the bitter experience of being bawled out, they watch 
our every move to make sure that we punch our own cards. 

It's the slow season now in the dress line; the catalogue of new styles 
is filled, and the plant is waiting for re-orders. The plant is like 
a dying elephant, slowly sagging lower and lower, as business falls to 
the vanishing point. 

Outside a group of us discuss the lay-offs, or, as we put it:"the axe 
falls," Joe and I say goodnight, and slowly walk down the street. After 
eight solid hours of rapid walking up and down the cutting tables we can 
barely drag our tired legs along. 

Joe says, "I used to think the boss waa a friend of mine, 'cause he al¬ 
ways came around and patted me on the back, calling me a good worker, and 
all that baloney. Now I can see that he wants to drive us to work faster, 
faster, faster - like horses - till we almost fall down." 

Joe is pretty angry. He has "got the axe." That means he and six others 
are off for several days; after that they will come back and another group 
will be laid off. Joe says, "Here we've been working overtime for the 
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lAst three months, day and night,'and even Saturdays and Sundays. For 
the first time since last October (1938 when the Wages and Hours Law 
went into effect, making it compulsory to pay time and a half for over¬ 
time - above 44 hours' weekly) the boss worked us past 44 Hours. Gan 
you imagine that mug paying us time and a half?” I shake my head, 

"So we worked overtime, and made a little more dough. But it’s all gone 
now, and look at my health afterwards, (He had been down with the flu 
for several weeks as a result of overwork,) Those inhuman bosses wouldn’t 
•even let us have the whole week-end of July 4 off to have a little fun. 

"You know,” he continued, "I’ve been thinking of some of the things we 
discuss; and it seems to me that there’s something wrong with the way 
this factory and the others I’ve been in are run. For several months 
we work like dogs. Then, all of a sudden, out of a clear blue sky, bus¬ 
iness collapses like a balloon, and the ’axe falls’," 

I ask Joe, If you were the'boss — no, wait a minute, if wc, the fellows 
in the plant all ran it, would we work our heads off for several months, 
then oe laid-off for another couple of months? Couldn’t we plan the bus¬ 
iness so that there wouldn’t be such a wide variation?" 

Joe seems a little surprised, his eyes blink as if he were thinking a- 
bout an entirely new thing. Then he says, "Bill, youv’e got something 
there." 

We reach the Elevated Line. Joe goes home by El, I by street oar. We 
shake hands,.and as I move away, Joe yella, "Sure, we could run the place 
a thousand times better, and wouldn't it be a sight for sore eyes to see 
that fat boss laying up goods all day long. See you later." 

CUTTER 


SHOPLIFTING OR MASS ACTION? 

It is not uncommon for a worker here in Chicago to go into a department 

store and try on a new pair of shoes or pants or something or other, 

throw his old ones on the counter and walk out without paying for it# 
Fruit and vegetables are rolled off counters into shopping bags every 
day# The workers get away with it because it is impossible for the sal¬ 
esmen and women to take care of dll the customers and watch all the coun¬ 

ters assigned to them# Besides, what do they care if the boss is losing 
money; their Y/ages are nothing short of robbery. 

This is done on such a large scale that hundreds of thousands of dollars 
worth of merchandise is stolen each year# 

Would these^ men and women risk being caught if they could pay for it? 

The answer is clear, fellow workers $ this is done because of bare nec¬ 
essity. 

The trouble is that workers do these things individually. If they org¬ 
anize to open the warehouses which are over-stuffed with the necessities 
of life, they won 1 t have to starve# 


JAMES DALE 





SONGS OP REVOLT, a songbook containing 104 songs, many old and familiar 
ones, some which have never been in any American collection before, and 
about a dozen new ones written by various members of the League, has 
just been published •for the Chicago unit of the League by the Demos 
Press. 

One of the songs follows: 

TO HELL WITH TIIE BOURGEOISIE 
By L, Roberts ' 

(Tune - Vagabond King) 


Arise, ye toiling mass 
Against the master class 

Whose hands are drenohed with workers 1 blood. 
There*s too much clothes to wear, 

There’s too much food to spare. 

That*s-why they throw them in the flood. 
Onward, onward, guns against the foe* / 

Forward, forward, the scarlet banners flow,/ 

Slaves both blaok and white ^ -/ 

Crush the parasite > • / / 

And to hell with the Bourgeoisie. / / 


Rise up all oppressed ♦ / 

Against the bloody pest / / 

Who robs and lives in luxury, / / -• - 

Avenge Debs-Mooney-Billings / / 

And the Ludlow killings /' 

As we march to victory. " / 

Onward,•onward, guns against the foe, // 
Forward, forward, the scarlet banners flow. 
We’ve been slaves too long 
It’s time to right this wrong N ' 

And to hell with the Bourgeoisie. \V~ 



Everest was hanged, y/ 

Little he was ganged, //•' '*■—8 

Joe Hill he was murdered too. If \ 

Avenge Sacoo-Vanzetti, \ 

Red front troops be ready ’ 

To destroy the lynching crew. 

Onward, onward, guns agdinst the foe. 

Forward, forward, the scarlet banners flow. 

Soon will come the hour 

When we’ll strike for £o^r 

And to hell with the Bourgeoisie. 
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REFUSE TO STARVE 

570,00 now on relief in Illinois are to be investigated and must re-ap- 
ply. The Relief Administration every few months manufactures a relief 
crisis to see if the unemployed will fight back. Relief is now 35$ be¬ 
low last year's budget because the unemployed without an organiza¬ 
tion to lead them cannot fight the powerful Administration, 

Two years ago there were 270,000 dependent on relief in Chicago, To¬ 
day there are over 360,000; and daily thousands of 403-ed WPA workers 
apply for relief, 

Hoover-Roosevelt-Horner-Kelly have failed completely to solve unem¬ 
ployment, All of these monsters agree that relief must be cut. THEY 
CONDEMN THE UNEMPLOYED TO STARVATION! 

When William Green tells us "the remedy lies with Congress rather than 
through strikes on the WPA projects," even though AF of L unions are on 
strike - AND 

When David Lasser, head of the Communist Party controlled Workers Al¬ 
liance, says "We have not called any strikes and are not calling any 
strikes of WPA workers," even though many of the rank and file is on 
strike - AND 

When John L, Lewis at the PWOC policy convention in Chicago, July 16 
told us to "support Roosevelt, the greatest president we have ever had," 
(this is the same Lewis who broke the 1919 coal strike when he told the 
miners "You can't fight the government") - AND 
• When Kelly's police killed eleven steel workers at the Memorial Day 
Massacre - AND- 

When President Roosevelt tells the striking WPA workers "You can't 
strike against the government": THEN.,, 

GREEN, LASSER, LEWIS, KELLY and ROOSEVELT are 
STRIKEBREAKERS!I 

John L, Lewis had the C.1,0, give a half million dollars to Roosevelt's 
1936 campaign fund. Lewis told us Roosevelt would bring back progperity, 
that Roosevelt was for the unions, and for the forgotten man, that Roose¬ 
velt wouldn't let any one starve. Horner was elected for the same reas¬ 
ons: and "Killer" Kelly too. 

Now President Roosevelt has signed the WPA wrecking bill; Horner has 
not raised funds to feed the starving unemployed; Kelly has cut relief 35$, 

The labor fakers tell us to support the government. Many workers see¬ 
ing the way these union leaders.are betraying them want to turn against 
the unions.... 

BUT - 

Do not fall into this trap! This is the purpose of the relief and WPA 
cuts: to make scabs out of the unemployed workers bo break the unions. 

It is not against the man in ’the shops struggling for union conditions 
but against the so-called leaders, who are agents of the capitalist class, 
that we must be bitter. OUT WITH THE LEWIS, GREEN AND LASSER WRECKING 
CREW!!! 

The capitalists throw us out of work! THEIR government spends billions 
for war* and throws us off relief! THEIR government is a STRIKEBREAKER and 
shoo t s us down. . *pjjEN 

FIGHT FOR: - ADEQUATE RELIEF! UNION WAGES ON WPAl REINSTATE ALL STRIKERSJ ' 

- UNEMPLOYED INSURANCE FOR ALL UNEMPLOYED WORKERS! ALL WAR 

BUNDS TO THE UNEMPLOYED'. FOR THE SIX HOUR DAY AND FIVE DAY 
WEEK; DEMONS TRATIONS AT TBIE RELIEF STATIONS ! 

Issued" by‘.Revolutionary Workers League, U.S, 1806 North Aye., Chicago, Ill* 




LESS WORDS 

MILITANT ACTION 

Thousands of A.F. of L. and unorganized workers throughout the 
country are on strike in defense of the wage scale won through years 
of militant action. 

With conditions growing progressively worse, the Teachers Union, 
Local 453 calls a half-day stoppage to protest the wage-cuts and impen¬ 
ding dismissals. Various projects have been exempted by the Teachers 
Union from this stoppage. This action divides the ranks of the workers, 
I’t. prevents militant action. It emasculates their struggle, 

WHY IS THIS DONE ? 

Despite the growing resentment against present conditions, the 
leadership of the Teachers Union continues its policy of support to the 
Roosevelt Administration, This policy is handed down by the Communist 
(Stalinist) Party. Their aim is to prevent strikes and direction ae- 
tion on the part of the working class at all costs, lest they embarass 
the "great progressive" in the White House. 

Why'should we be afraid of embarassing the capitalist class which, 
through its henchmen in the government (be they Republicans or Democrats) 
has spent billions for war preparations while cutting the standard of 
''living of the workers to the bone! 

WHAT MUST BE DONE- 

DEMAND that your Union go out on strike against the wage-cuts, dis¬ 
missals, and the fascist move by the President to outlaw strikes} 

DEMAND joint strike action committees with those workers and their 
organizations which are on strike} 

PREPARE for a national WPA strike by September 1st when wages will 
be further slashed} 

ORGANIZE mass demonstrations at City Hall against the vicious rul¬ 
ing that WPA strikers are ineligible for Home Relief} 

FIGHT 

FOR THE RIGHT TO STRIKE 

ALL WAR FUNDS TO THE UNEMPLOYED 

TRADE UNION WAGES FOR ALL WPA WORKERS 

AGAINST PUSSYFOOTING WITH TELEGRAMS AND POSTCARDS 

FOR DIRECT ACTION 

TURN THE WPA LOCK-OUT INTO STRIKE 


Issued by: Revolutionary Workers League, U.S, 
28 East 14th Street 
New York City July 19, 1939 
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REFUSE TO STARVE! 


Congress has condemned hundreds of 
thousands of unemployed workers and 
their wives and children to hunger 
and starvation. Nearly three quat- 
•ters of a million WPA workers will 
he dismissed by September 1st, The 
wages of the two million left on 
the rolls will be cut to the bone. , 
Harrington says the WPA workers 
will "jump to the skies" when they 
see the new wage scales. 

The President says the law must be 
enforced. He says you can’t fight 
back. You must submit to starva¬ 
tion. "You cannot strike against 

THIS IS NOT OUR 

And what of the great leaders of 
the working class, William Green, 
head of the A.F. of L., and John 
L. Lewis, head of the 6,1,0,? 

What are they telling the WPA and I 
unemployed workers to do? "Therem- I 
edy lies with Congress rather than 
through strikes on the WPA proj¬ 
ects," says Green, even though lo¬ 
cal, council and state bodies of 
the A.F, 'of L, are taking milit¬ 
ant strike action. 

At the Packinghouse Workers Pol- • 
icy Convention in Chicago July 16 , 
Lewis attacked the WPA cut. But 
he does nothing to organize a 
struggle against it. And for a 
good reason. In 191 § he broke the 
great coal strike when he told the 
miners, "you can’t fight the gov¬ 
ernment." Lasser, head of the Com¬ 
munist Party controlled Workers 


the government." At the same time'’ 
he orders the construction of air 
and naval bases far out in the At¬ 
lantic and Pacific, "in the inter¬ 
ests of national defense*" Defense 
against whom? Defense of what? 

Who will defend the WPA ai^d unem¬ 
ployed workers from the government? 

Attorney General Murphy says that 
"as a matter of principle citizens 
should not strike against the gov¬ 
ernment." He calls the militant 
resistance of the WPA workers "rack¬ 
eteering," and is preparing to pro¬ 
secute the militants, 

government! 

Alliance, says, "We have not called 
any strikes and are not calling any 
strikes of WPA workers," in spite 
of the fact that in some localities 
the membership is carrying on strug¬ 
gle; against the cuts. 

Many workers seeing the way these 
union leaders are betraying.them 
want to turn against the unions.Do 
not fall into this trapl This is 
the purpose of the legislation:to 
make scabs out of the unemployed 
workers to break the unions. It is 
not against the men in the shops 
working for union conditions but 
against the so-called leaders who 
are agents of the capitalist class 
that we must be bitter. 

The capitalists throw us out of work! 
THEIR government throws us off relief J 
REFUSE TO STARVE 1 


strike! 

Against mass lay-offsl For union wages on V/PAI 

For relief for workers fired by WPA! For reinstatement of all strikers I 
For adequate relief and unemployment insurance for all unemployed workers^- 
For the six-hour day, five-day week with no reduction in pay! 

Issued by 'the Detroit Unit, Revolutionary Workers League, U.S, Official 
organ: REVOLT. Box 141, Alfred St, Station, Write for free literature, 
July 24, 19159. 4 







WANTED S300 

to 

PRINT REVOLT 

as a 

FOUR-PAGE TABLOID 

Beginning on or about September lft 


to 

DEFEND hours, wages, conditions and unions against attack; 

DEFEND the unemployed against the starvation program of the government; 
FIGHT against exploitation, unemployment, starvation, oppression, race 
discrimination, lynching, fascism, imperialist war; 

EXPOSE the agents of capitalism in labor's ranks; 

UNITE the revolutionists; 

BUILD a revolutionary workers party; 

OVERTHROW capitalism; set up a workers government; build Communism, 


Central Committee, Revolutionary Workers League U. S. 
1806 W. North Ave., Chicago, Ill. 






